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NEW BOATS

SPACIOUS PILOTHOUSE

SHELTERED COCKPIT

INFUSED CARBON HULL

Hinckley Sou’wester 53

An elegant new variation on a proven performance hull By Adam Cort

he history of sailing is replete with examples of boats be-

ing repurposed after their initial launch—think of the famed

yacht America also doing service as a blockade runner in the

Civil War. Rarely, though, has an updated design done half so
well as the Hinckley Bermuda 50's transition into the all-new Hinckley
Sou'wester 53.

DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION

Designed by Tripp Design Naval Architecture, the Sou’wester 53 is built
in carbon and epoxy (infused and then post-cured in the company’s “Ad-
vanced Composite Center” up in Maine) with a Corecell foam core and
an outer layer of Kevlar for puncture resistance,

The basic lines are the same as the 50', but the hull has been slightly
lengthened to gain an additional 3ft of deck space aft of the twin helms,
creating more cockpit space. In a testament to the skill of the ‘Iripp of-
fice, this extra bit of length not only blends in seamlessly with the rest of
the hull, but the substantial overhang and nearly plumb transom nicely
complement the boat’s nearly plumb bow. Same thing with the boat’s not
insubstantial pilothouse: the designers not only managed to add it on
without ruining the original lines of the Bermuda 50, they succeeded in
creating a whole new aesthetic.

Below the waterline, the boat’s steel fin and lead bulb draw 8t 3in.
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There is a single, semi-balanced spade rudder, the same as aboard the
B50 (though of a different design). Workmanship throughout is out-
standing, exactly as youd expect from the folks at Hinckley.

ON DECK

Topside, the Sou'wester 53 is all about the cockpit, thanks not only to that
extra space aft, but an overhang on the pilothouse that creates some wel-
come shelter for those lounging on the cockpit benches. These benches
(one of which is L-shaped and wraps around a generous cockpit table)
are also located a step down from the helm station, making them that
much cozier, especially hard on the wind. Even on a brisk fall morning
on Narragansett Bay, sitting there in the sunshine felt downright balmy.

Overhead, our test boat carried a keel-stepped, carbon, three-spreader
mast built by Oftshore Spars and an in-boom mainsail furling system.
Shrouds on our test boat were rod, with a hydraulic backstay adjuster. A
fixed sprit forward served as both an anchor roller and a tack point for the
boat’s Code 0, which was controlled using a Facnor FX+4500 continuous-
line furler. The boat's self-tacking headsail employed a Seldén Furlex TD
belowdeck furler in the interest of maximizing luff length and power—very
much befitting this “cruising” boat’s racing pedigree.

Harken electric winches, in concert with Spinlock stoppers, tame the boat’s
halyard and sheets. The main can be easily operated from the twin pedestals,









